Just mentioning the ukulele brings a smile to most faces. Members of the Salmonberry Band know the joy it brings them as they play and sing with the instrument. Formed in 2011, the band has played at several community events and most of the assisted living facilities in Grays Harbor.

In May 2011, Robin Moore was in the eager audience attending a session at the Aberdeen Timberland Library presented by the Ukalaliens, Kate Power and Steve Einhorn. Robin began recruiting others to form the local group that first met that August. By December the band was performing and they have come a long way since then.

Most of the band members were beginners when the band started. They encourage others, regardless of skill, to join them. Extra ukuleles are always available to play. Also, other portable instruments are welcome. Several band members have banjo ukuleles that have four strings, are tuned and played the same as the regular instruments.

The musical oldies make up the programs the Salmonberries perform. They encourage folks to sing along or at least tap their toes. At least once, members of an audience rose and began dancing while the Salmonberries played.

The Salmonberries have a weekly practice on Fridays at either the Westport Library or the Aberdeen United Methodist Church at Second and Broadway.  The band meets monthly on the fourth Tuesday at Six Rivers Gallery in Hoquiam at 6:30. More information about the band can be found on their website: http://salmonberryband.weebly.com 

